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Agenda

• MGA Updates
– Rules & Procedures Exam Release

• Rules Questions and Explanations

• PGA Tour Examples



MGA Rules & Procedures Exam

– Mandatory exam for all R&C Committee Members

– Consists of 30 questions about Rules of Golf and MGA Procedures

– Some questions will be seen on future webinars

MGA Updates



MGA Rules Webinar Question Raffle

• Each Webinar will have a series of 5 questions

• Webinar Attendees will answer these questions during the Webinar

• Attendees will be awarded one point for each question they answer correctly

• Each point equals to one entry into the Raffle

• We will announce Raffle Winners at this year's Regional Rules Workshops



Question #1

In stroke play, Player A’s second shot lands near the green and now lies on a cart path. Prior to 
taking relief, Player A notices their nearest point of complete relief would put them behind a 
tree. Player A opts instead to drop a ball in the next nearest spot no closer to the hole where the 
path no longer interferes with their swing. Player A then takes 2 additional strokes to complete 
the hole. What is their score? 

A. 4
B. 5
C. 6

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER



Nearest Not Nicest Point of Complete Relief



Playing from a Wrong Place



Question #1

In stroke play, Player A’s second shot lands near the green and now lies on a cart path. Prior to 
taking relief, Player A notices their nearest point of complete relief would put them behind a 
tree. Player A opts instead to drop a ball in the next nearest spot no closer to the hole where the 
path no longer interferes with their swing. Player A then takes 2 additional strokes to complete 
the hole. What is their score? 

A. 4
B. 5
C. 6

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER

Talent Strokes Penalty Strokes

2- Tee Shot and “Second Shot” 2 – General Penalty, R14.7a

2- “2 additional strokes”



Questions?



Question #2

In stroke play, a player announces that they will play a second ball under Rule 20.1c(3) and 
selects the second ball to count. The player plays both balls from a wrong place and has 
committed a serious breach with the procedure used for both balls. The player plays from the 
teeing area of the next hole, completes the round and reports to the Committee before 
returning their scorecard. What is the ruling?

A. The score with the original ball counts plus a two stroke penalty for playing from a 
wrong place

B. The score with the second ball counts plus a two stroke penalty for playing from a 
wrong place

C. The player is disqualified

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER



Rule 20.1c(3)



Rule 20.1c(4)



Questions?



Question #3

In a match between Player A & B. Player A’s Ball lies in a bunker. While addressing the ball, A’s 
club touches the sand and slightly improves the lie. Player B observes this happen and reminds 
Player A that it is not permitted under the Rules. A & B agree to overlook the penalty for now 
but enforce it if it happens again later in the match. What is the ruling?

A. No penalty to either player
B. Player A receives a general penalty regardless of the agreement
C. Both players are disqualified

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER



Rule 1.3b



Rule 12.2b



Questions?



Question #4

A player hits their tee shot towards a road defined as out of bounds. The player then properly 
plays a provisional ball. After searching for 1 minute, the player is unable to find the original ball 
and chooses to play the provisional ball from a location nearer the hole than where the original 
ball was estimated to be. While walking towards the green the player finds the original ball on 
the course much closer to the hole than expected. The player must:

A. Continue play with the provisional ball
B. Continue play with the original ball
C. Continue play with the original ball only if it was found in less than 3 total minutes

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER



Rule 18.3c



Questions?



Question #5

In a match between Player A & Player B, Player A’s ball lies in the fairway 10 yards behind B’s 
ball.  A plays their next shot which creates a large divot, the divot flies 10 yards ahead and hits 
B’s ball causing it to roll 40 yards down a steep slope and into a large pile of leaves. Player B 
must retrieve and replace the original ball even if it would take unreasonable effort to do so.

A. True
B. False

THREE MINUTES TO ANSWER



Rule 9.6

Rule 14.2



Hole #15 – Sophia Popov

2021 Aramco Team Series @ Glen Oaks

CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAe0td1fSIo


Rule 14.3c(2)



Hole #15– Brooks Koepka

2021 Ryder Cup

CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlCi2bsmsZU


Rule 16.1



Questions?



Thank You!

Any Questions Contact:
Nick Roden: nroden@mgagolf.org

Chris Gaffney: cgaffney@mgagolf.org
Sean Corriston: scorriston@mgagolf.org

Tom Roden: troden@mgagolf.org
Justin Wexler: justin.Wexler@mgagolf.org

MGA Rules of Golf Webinar Series #1
Thursday, January 27th

Time: 2:30 p.m.
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