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Rules of Golf Webinars

1. Tournament Officials Recap Rules of Golf

Effective Januar y 2019

2. Rules Review

3. Committee Procedures
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Championship Updates

MGA Senior Amateur Championship: POSTPONED to October 6™ & 7t
MGA Senior Net Four-Ball: Postponed and working on a reschedule
Public Links Championship and Qualifiers: CANCELLED — Pound Ridge
will hostin 2021

Ike Qualifiers: The Bonnie Briar and Garden City qualifiers are cancelled,
the four remaining qualifiers and Championship proper continue as
scheduled

LIGA Richardson: CANCELLED
LI President’s Invitational: CANCELLED
LI Open Championship and Qualifying: Indefinitely postponed




Championship Updates

WGA Pub Links Championship: CANCELLED

WGA Open Championship Qualifying: Indefinitely postponed

WGA Open Championship: Continuing as scheduled, modifications will
be made to qualifying and exemptions.

U.S. Open LQR’s: CANCELLED
U.S. Open SQR: In flux

U.S. Open Championship @ Winged Foot: POSTPONED to September
17t — 20t

U.S. Senior Open SQR: CANCELLED
U.S. Senior Women’s Open SQR: CANCELLED
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Social Distancing & Golf

*  MGA events will begin on June
1st, unless further government
guidance prevents it.

*  Things that could be different if
Social Distancing guidelines are
still in effect during an MGA
season including the potential for:

— Reduction of printed and handed out
materials

— Electronic scorecards

— Spread out tee times

— One person per cart

— Equipment (flagstick) modifications
— PPE for personal on-site

* The MGA will continue to follow
all guidance from government
authorities and will update the

R&C Committee when we have o~
more information. M A




2020 MGA Hard Card

LOCAL RULES

ROPOLIT/ OCIATIO MODEL LOCAL RULES REFERRED TO BELOW ARE FOUND IN THE o6 8 of the Commities. Procedks
METROPOLITAN GOLF ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL GUIDE TO THE RULES OF GOLF, SECTION 8-COMMITTEE

COURTESY REMINDER PROCEDURES

REPLACEMENT OF CLUB THAT IS BROKEN OR SIGN\FICANYLY DAM-

LOCAL RULES AND
TERMS OF
COMPETITION FOR
- 2020 MGA
SPECI.FICALLY. CONTESTANTS ARE ASKED TO: cHAM PloNsHlPs

USE CLUB LOCKER ROOM FOR CHANGES OF
CLOTHES AND SHOES. Players should lea 3 rial

ity lor attendan

EAT LUNCH AT THE CLUB, WHETHER THIS BE IN
THE RESTAURANT, GRILL, OR H.ALFWAY HOUSE.

Antic

L!SY OF (ONFOHMING GOLF BALLS ocal R

PACE OF PLAY: P

GROUND UNDER REPAIR: D

der Repair. For gre ve

BALL PLAYED FROM OUTSIDE RELIEF AREA WHEN TAKING BACK ON
THE LINE RELIEF: Local Rule o3 pres he 2

2= REPLACEMENT OF CLUB THAT IS BROKEN OR SIGNIFICANTLY

owber of he Cons ediote nt1o or = DAMAGED: Local Rule o3 prescribe 2 -
i e e h an area is part of that Obstruction effect Mode Rule G-9
uppost thy Ly - RELIEF FROM SEAMS OF CUT TURF: Locol Rule as prescribed in Section 8 SPIKED GOLF SHOES: Rule o1 prescribed in Section 8 of the Commatee
Thank o the Committee Procedures s in effect. Model Local Rule F edure efect Mode Rule

DECORATIVE FLOWER BEDS AND TURF NURSERIES cre No Floy Zone CADDIE/CARTS: It is the e MGA bes be .

MGA Rules and Competitions Committee -

BUNKER LINERS: Ar

exposed Bunker line

MM“'ON HOLTS s AT - . s USE OF MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION PROHIBITED Rule o1 pre
STAKES AND CABLES SUPPORTING TREES (but not the wees themelves) are M rule way bo modiied I cartels MOA svasis: Sou

ymovable Obstructions. Relief is available under Rule srter’s Woble
LANDSCAPED OR GARDEN AREAS COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED BY AN SCORE CARD COLLECTION: [mmedictaly

OBSTRUCTION are freated wgle At e v o - e s - ce . -
WHITE LINES TIED INTO OBSTRUCTIONS: W . . . .

king relie TERMS OF THE CO!
der Rule 16 WHEN COMPETITION IS FINAL: The

WOOD CHIPS AND MULCH ore Loase Impedime
CABLES, RODS, WIRES AND WRAPPINGS when closely affached 1o vee hs & bR
Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for ore integroi jects. No free relief a ovoiloble

breach of a Local Rule or Term is: BALL DEFLECTED BY OVERHEAD POWER LINE Rule o1 prescribed TIES AND PLAYOFFS: Conte o remincded of the

MATCH PLAY - LOSS OF HOLE
STROKE PLAY - TWO STROKES

CELLULAR PHONES:
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Notice to Players

METROPOLITAN GOLF ASSOCIATION

A 48 Kneoltweood Rosed, Elmsdord. NY 10523
B (@) B14-347-4652 « [F) 914-347-3437 « www.mpagalf.org

* Distributed to Players on NOTICE TO PLAYERS (Southward Ho)

- LOCAL RULES (this informadon supplements the Mamo to Flayers and Terms of Compentons for WGEA Championships)
b a C k Of H 0 I e LO Ca t I O n S Dt of bownds: is defined by the line between the course-side points, at ground level of white stakes and fence pasts. Out of bounds is defined
a5 follows: Hole #1 — fence (left side), Hole #4 — fence (behind green), Hole #3 — fence (left side & behind gresn), Hole 88 — fenca (left side), Hole #13

— fence (behind gren), Hole #14 —fence {right =ide), Hole #15 —fence (right side), Hole #16 — fence (right side & behind gresn).

Penalty Arsas: Vihen a penalty ares is defined on only one side, it extends to infinity. When a penaity area is connected to the out-of-bounds
Ocu l I len e Ore e edge, the pensity area extends to snd coincides with out of bownds.

Immovable Obstruction:
= Al artificizlly surfaced defined roads and paths include those surfaced with crushed granite, stone or concrete. {Ses Integral Parts of

the Golf Courss regarding path on Hole #8).
ro u n Whits lined ar=ss fying into roads and paths are considersd an extension of the ohstruction.
Restrooms right of Hole #13

The Halfway House & all ghtning shelters
The Clubhouss, Entrance Rosd, & Parking Lot
The Maint=nance Ares betwieen Hole #12 & Hole #13.

Inteqral Parts of the Golf Course:
=+ The windmills of Hole #7, Hole #8. & Hole #10.
=  The imestone path l=ft of and behind the green of Hole #8.

. o e
[ ] O u t I I n e S S e C I fl C LO Ca | R u | e S Ground Under Repair- Definad by white lines. Franch drsins are ground undsr repair.
Temporary Immovable Obstruction: Model Local Rule F-23 is in effect Temporary Immowvable Obstructions (THCs) include:
scorecard collection, hydration station and starfing tents; and championship signs (if not readily movable).
+  Special Relief Procedures:

fo r d a Of eve n t o Inaddition to the awailable relief options under the Rules, a playsr having interfarence (bath physical and/or Line
. of Sight interference] from any T may drop the ball, withaut penalty, on “sither side” of the TIO, but not nesnar

the hole.

Dropping fones:
=  Hole #18: if 3 ball i= at rest in the Clubhouss or cart path behind the green between the blue stakes including when it is known or
wirteslly cerain that 3 ball that has not been found came to rest in the Obstruction, the player may proceed undsr Rule 18 or 35 an
additional option, drop 3 ball in the Cropping Zone.

Ball Played from Cuiside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-the-Line Relief: Model Local Rule E-12 s in effect,
Replacement of Broken or Significantly Damaged Club: Model Local Rule G-0 is in effect.

[ ] D eta i I S exa Ct O u t Of B O u n d S Beration Holes: | coal Rule 35 prascrbed ir-l Section 8 a_flhe Committee Procedures is in E‘I’fe_ct. Model Local Rue E-4.

Gropves and Punch Mark Specifications: The players clubs must conform to the grooves and punch mark specifications in The Rules of
Golf that are effective from January 1, 2010 {see Model Local Rule G-2). The exception for Ping Eye? Irons manufactured before 31 March 1880
is not in effect.

.
| O C a t I 0 n S The 1** & 10™ starting areas and 3™ & 18" scoring areas are defined by the cormners of the MEA tents.

Flay-off: In the event of a tie for qualifying pesitions for Match Flay, a sudden death playoff will begin immediately following the conclusion of
play. Announcements regarding the playoff shall be made at the public scoreboard on the back patio.

Final decisions on any disputed points will be made by Bob Conyers (QIC) & Mick Roden (S1C).
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The MGA....So You Can Play
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2020 MGA Hard Card

T T

 Hard Card Details

— In effect for every MGA/WGA/LIGA
Championship and Qualifier.

— Local Rules & Terms of
the Competition

— These could be modified
by subsequent Notice to Players
or Entry Forms per specific event.

— Breach of Rule — General Penalty

— Both Hard Card & Notice to Players
take priority over course scorecard
rules.
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Out of Bounds

QOut of bounds

Out of bounds

(]

2
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Ball in bounds
€) Ball out of bounds

Defined by the line between the course-side
points, at ground level, of white stakes and
fence posts.

Where stone walls define Out of Bounds the
wall is a Boundary Object. A ball is
considered Out of Bounds when it comes to
rest outside the wall.

A ball coming to rest on or beyond a road
defined as Out of Bounds is Out of Bounds,
even though it may lie on another part of the
Course that is in bounds for other holes.
Gates in boundary fences are Integral
Objects




Out of Bounds

Brae Burn CountryClub

>
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Century Country Club #8




Defined by white lines. French drains are
Ground Under Repair. For grass-covered
trenching, see Temporary Power Lines and
Cables.

Ground Under Repair may include areas of
unusual damage, including areas where
spectators or other traffic has combined with
wet conditions to affect materially the ground
surface, but only when so declared by an
authorized member of the Committee.

When immediately adjacent to an Immovable
Obstruction, such an area is part of that
Obstruction.




I
Penalty Areas

When a Penalty Area is defined
on only one side, it extends to
infinity.

When a Penalty Area is
connected to the Out of Bounds
edge, the Penalty Area extends to
and coincides with Out of
Bounds.

Artificial walls and pilings when

inn @@ i ”,' L ‘v-ff;;:,\;;. L located in Penalty Areas and

ol et }.f,‘.,..iﬂ?%wﬁag;”’-‘:-- . Bunkers are Integral Objects. No
SR S free relief is available.

MGA
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Relief on Opposite Side of Penalty Area

When the edge of a Red Penalty

MLR B-2.1 AND B-2.2: RELIEF ON OPPOSITE SIDE OF RED PENALTY AREA Area coincides with the boun dary
© Point that ball entered the penalty area . . .
© Point on opposite edge the same distance from the of t.he CO.U rS€, OppOSIte _Slde .rellef
o hole as X (reference point) o is available as prescrlbed N

Relief . .

el ara Section 8 of the Committee

Procedures.

Model Local Rule B-2.1 is in

effect, as amended by Model
Out of bounds line Local Rule B-2.2 and Clarification

to Model Local Rule B-2.




Lost Ball? Relief Area?

Q & A Online Resources?

Ball Moved During
Search?

Search Time?

R
Ulag OF Goyy
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MGA
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Discussion Topics

Based off feedback from you.

Address situations that you, as an
R&C Committee Member have
experienced on the course.

Also, address any question or
clarification from our previous
webinars or general rules questions.

Not just based on rules, we will also
cover Committee Procedures at
MGA events.




T
Nearest Point of Complete Relief

The reference point for taking free
relief from an abnormal course
condition (Rule 16.1), dangerous
animal condition (Rule 16.2), wrong
green (Rule 13.1f) or no play zone
(Rules 16.1f and 17.1e) or in taking
relief under certain Local Rules.

Notes to Remember:

1. Player must always have COMPLETE
Relief.

2. The rule is Nearest Point of COMPLETE
Relief, not nicest relief.




Nearest Point of Complete Relief

e R ——
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Assisting in Ball Search

If you're spotting and the ball is
heading to a nasty spot (like the
thick woods on Knollwood #10 on
the right).

Should the spotter start looking
before the player/caddie arrives or
wait to see if they would want to
even look for it?



R&C Committee Procedures
Spectators

Spectators are always
welcome at MGA events.

Things to Remember:
1) No Spectator Carts

2) Stay on Cart Path or when not
available, stay in rough

3) Stay off Putting Greens

4) Do not delay play behind group
they are following

5) May carry snacks, drinks,
umbrellas for participants

MGA
M-




R&C Committee Procedures
Volunteer Cart Policies

Committee will have a golf cart
at all events (if available)

Things to Remember:
1) Be mindful of play around you. Never
move cart, if players are hitting

2) Never cut across fairways without triple-
checking that no one is hitting onto same
fairway

3) Park carts away from play, ideally on cart
path

4) When spotting, always park and spot
from a place 30 — 40 yards further than
what you "think is far enough away"

Special Note: Never Drive in Fescue! M(f\ ﬁ

e




Lost Ball? Relief Area?

Q & A Online Resources?

Ball Moved During
Search?

Search Time?

R
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2020 Rules & Procedures Exam Review




R&P Exam Question #6

An MGA Official sees a spectator in a golf cart following a group. The
spectator is observing all cart signs and is not disturbing any golfers on the
golf course. How should the Official proceed?

a. Approach the spectator and inform them that there are no carts permitted.

b. Ask the players in the group if they know the spectator.

@ the Staff-In-Charge over the radio and explain the si@




SSES——-——SEEE
R&P Exam Question #12

A player’s ball comes to rest in temporary water in
a bunker. Which of the following statements
is FALSE regarding his free relief options?

a. The nearest point of complete relief and the relief area must be in
the bunker.

b. The player may drop the original ball or another ball outside
the bunker using the back-on-the-line relief option.

Rule 16.1c

c. Before dropping in the bunker, the player may remove leaves and twigs

from the relief area. M(A A




R&P Exam Question #13

A player approaches her tee shot that has come to rest on a
cart path. Under Rule 16.1, she takes relief from the abnormal
course condition. She estimates her relief area and drops a ball
from knee-height. As she takes her stance, she notices the heel
of her shoe is touching the cart path. She doesn’t move her
foot and hits her next shot onto the green. How many total
penalty strokes has she incurred?

a. 1

Rule 16.1b




R&P Exam Question #16

An MGA Official is called over from a distance by a player. The player
describes a situation in which he is unsure how to proceed. The Official is
pretty sure that he knows what the rule is but has some doubts. The Official
should:

a. Use his best judgment, give the player a ruling, then use his radio to inform
the rest of the committee.

b. Ask the players to stop play for a few minutes so he can look up the correct
ruling in the Rules Book.

c. Use the radio to ask the committee and Official in Charge (OIC) for
ssistance.




R&P Exam Question #17

A player’s tee shot rolls down a steep slope and comes to rest against

a boundary object. For one penalty stroke, he proceeds under Rule 19
(Unplayable Ball). He marks the position of the ball with a tee, lifts and
cleans the ball, and measures two club-lengths from the tee. He drops the
ball from knee height; it lands in and comes to rest in the relief area but has
rolled back down the slope, against the same boundary object. He re-

drops the same ball and this time the ball comes to rest higher on the slope,
away from the boundary object. He plays the ball onto the green and takes
two putts. What is score for the hole?

a. 4

b.5

Rule 19; Rule 14.7

d.7




Lost Ball? Relief Area?

Q & A Online Resources?

Ball Moved During
Search?

Search Time?
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Thank You

Rules Links
USGA Rules Resources
MGA Rules & Procedures Exam
MGA Rules Quiz

Questions
Email MGA Staff
Chris Gaffney — cgaffney@mgagolf.org

Sean Murphy — smurphy@mgagolf.org

Nick Roden — nroden@mgagolf.org



https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules-hub.html
https://www.mgagolf.org/content/2020-rules-procedures-exam
https://www.mgagolf.org/news/mga-rules-quiz-now-available
mailto:cgaffney@mgagolf.org
mailto:smurphy@mgagolf.org
mailto:nroden@mgagolf.org

