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People: With more than 40 years of service to
golf in Westchester, Bob Thomas was honored
with the Metropolitan Section PGA’s 2018 Sam
Snead Award.
Big Picture: Golf may stand most visible for Tee
It Up for the Troops, but their impact on veterans
extends well beyond the course.

Gear: Looking to roll the rock better in 2019?
Maybe one of the latest putters will do the trick.

Beyond the Met: Met Area juniors excelled in
the 2019 Drive, Chip & Putt at Augusta National
Golf Club.

MGA Foundation: The MGA Foundation
completed another round of its annual spring
Caddie Academies.

Travel: Get off to the races with high quality,
well-priced rounds all around Louisville, Ky.

Met Moments: An early season eagle gave a
special hole at Hollow Brook even more meaning
for Jim McHale.

Parting Shot: The signature ruins at Hudson
National Golf Club caught the eyes of many
during the MGA’s season-opening media day.
This page: Pull up a chair and get ready for another exciting
golf season! See more from the MGA’s media day, where the
2019 season was previewed at Hudson National Golf Club
on page 21.
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or more than 40 years, Bob Thomas has been
synonymous with Westchester County golf. In
recognition of Thomas’s distinguished service and
contributions to the game, the Metropolitan Section PGA
on April 23 presented Thomas with the 2018 Sam Snead
Award at its 57th Annual Educational Forum.
Thomas served as executive director of the Westchester
Golf Association for 27 years, and held the same role for
the WGA’s Caddie Scholarship Fund (CSF) from 19912016, helping guide both organizations through changes
and development over the years. His time on the boards
of the WGA and WGA CSF—as well as Knollwood Country
Club—extend further back, with Thomas having held
leadership roles for each dating back some 44 years.
Thomas is also a 2015 recipient of the Ike Grainger Award,
which honors 25 years of service to the USGA,
and a 2016 recipient of the WGA CSF’s Udo
Reinach Award, which recognizes outstanding
service to the CSF.
The WGA Caddie Scholarship Fund continues
to hold special meaning to Thomas, partially
due to his time spent with co-founder Willie
Turnesa. Thomas has helped preserve Turnesa’s
plan for the fund and in 2018 the Bob J. Thomas
Endowed Scholarship Fund was created,
ensuring a continued impact on young people’s
lives for years to come. Thomas’s passion for the
game remains as strong as ever as he continues
to serve as a consultant to both the WGA Caddie
Scholarship Fund as well as the Metropolitan
Golf Association.
PHOTOS: METROPOLITAN SECTION PGA

Metropolitan Golf Association

49 Knollwood Road, Elmsford, NY 10523 •
914-347-4653 www.mgagolf.org •
mgagolf@mgagolf.org
MGA Executive Committee: Tod D. Pike, President;
Andrew G. Stock, Vice President; Patrick L. Donnelly,
Secretary; Ned Zachar, Treasurer
Committee Members: Gregg M. Angelillo, Charles
Beach, Robert J. Bluestone, Norman A. Feinstein,
Jason Green, Philip M. Halpern, Dennis Lynch,
Bryan Pendrick, Beth Z. Post, Joseph Saladino, Steve
Shunk, Nathaniel Turner, Charles Weisman, Jordan
Ziegler
Past Presidents: Michael J. Sullivan, Stephen F. Boyd,
Jeffrey R. Holzschuh
President, LIGA: George Gatta
President, NJSGA: William E. Frese
President, WGA: Benjamin C. Kirschenbaum
President, WMGA: Lori Ann Cerullo
General Counsel: Mario Ponce
MGA Staff: Brian R. Mahoney, Executive Director;
Hilary Barrueco, Barbara Bradley, Kim Braham, Millie
Burt, Alex Chiorean, Louis Cutolo, John DeTemple Jr.,
Beth Francese, Chris Gaffney, Johanna Gavin, Tim
Hartin, Kyle Keckeisen, Mike Kendrick, Kevin Kline,
Holly Kotiadis, Ryan Malvin, Tim McGovern, Sean
Murphy, Peter Nicholson, Susan O’Dowd, Tom Ott,
Dan Potts, Nick Roden, Robin Sauerhaft, Glenn Scalia,
Nick Schoen, Helen Stock, Rose Tomassetti, Maddi
Vetrano, Tim Walter, Mike Zamalkany
Special Consultants: Jeanne McCooey, Jay Mottola,
Bob Thomas, Gene Westmoreland
Published for the Metropolitan Golf Association by:

Great Golf Resorts of the World, Inc.

2600 Philmont Avenue, Suite 325
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
Phone: (215) 914-2071
CEO & Publisher: Richard K. Summers
COO & Art Director: Peter J. Sansone
President: Brian Folino
Production/Pre-Press: Frederick Yantz
Design: Jim Gerhard, Matt Hulnick,
Steve Higgins, Max Kohls
Advertising Production Manager: Julie Yuen

Additional Metropolitan
Section PGA award winners honored included
Senior Player of the Year
Frank Bensel, Ely Callaway
Award recipient Michael
Hebron, and Player of the
Year Danny Balin.

General Manager, Digital Operations:

Matt Frey, PGA
Operations: Tom Gauss, Katelyn Leer, Alex Padrón
James Turchick
Accounting: Larisa Kotlyar, Stacy Lombardo
Advertising: For information, please contact:
Tim McGovern at 914-347-4653, ext. 345, or Brian
Folino at 623-337-5802 (office or 661-312-6412 (cell))
Vice President, Real Estate & Travel: Mike Agee
Regional Advertising Manager:

Howard Derkay

Impeccable Golf
is Just the Beginning
You might think that by offering championship
caliber golf experiences from both Jack Nicklaus
and Pete Dye, that Colleton River Club might
rest on our fairway laurels. But you’d be wrong.
Located on a spectacular peninsula surrounded
by beauty and in harmony with nature, Colleton
River Club is a living expression of everything
you love about South Carolina’s Lowcountr y.
The lifestyle. The activity. The elegance. It’s time
to schedule a tour and discover for yourself the
pride of owning a home at Colleton River Club.

YOUR PR IVATE PENINSULA FOR WOR LD CLASS GOLF

ColletonRiverClub.com
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843.836.4400

Upgrade Your Game.
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GOLFZON VISION Compact
1
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GOLFZON was awarded “Best Simulator”
by Golf Digest in 2017 & 2018

All-in-one compact kiosk with built-in
sensor and touch screen monitor.
Built in high-speed T3 camera sensors
and swing replay camera.

3

Small footprint ideal for tight spaces.

4

Access to 180 golf courses with annual
software subscription.

DISCOVER MORE AT

WWW.GOLFZONGOLF.COM

BIG PICTURE

TEE IT UP

FOR THE TROOPS O
Matt Fernandez (left) alongside comrades Matt Anderson, Rickey Krefft, and Joseph Bennett
at a Tee It Up for the Troops Reunion event.

ne’s company on the golf course can certainly
add to the meaning of a round. For Army
veteran Matt Fernandez, some of his most
cherished rounds in recent years have come alongside
fellow veterans at events with Tee It Up for the Troops—
an organization founded in 2005 to honor, remember,
respect, and support military veterans and their
families through charitable support.
Fernandez, 36 and a native of eastern Long Island
who now works for the Suffolk County Police
Department, has participated in several local events,
seeing and experiencing the organization’s impact
firsthand. “Number one is being able to be with
veterans,” says Fernandez. “It can be difficult finding
people who have gone through similar experiences.
You get to meet veterans that are around the area and
make a lot of connections. They’re people that I’ve gone
on to play additional rounds with.”
In 2019, Tee It Up for the Troops will host more than
60 events nationwide, with several taking place right
here in the Met Area including May 14 at Century
Country Club in Purchase, N.Y. Having hosted nearly
500 events since its inception, Tee It Up for the Troops
has donated over $10 million to more than 335 veteran
service organizations, targeting needs such as suicide
awareness, employment, housing, the treatment of
PTSD and much more. “They find who needs the

resources,” says Fernandez, whose service included
time in Iraq as an infantry company executive officer.
Another way Tee It Up for the Troops gives back is
through its annual “Reunion” event, which reunites
service members who have been separated due to
battlefield injuries, changes in rehabilitation status, or
other reasons. Reunion served as Fernandez’s
introduction to the organization, when one of his
injured soldiers selected him for an event. A subsequent
Reunion allowed him to reconnect with three of his
soldiers at once. “We communicate through text, but
being able to see those guys is very rare,” says
Fernandez. “It was an awesome experience.”
While golf stands as a major component, much more
also goes into a Reunion event, showing the importance
that personal connection plays for Tee It Up for the
Troops. Says the organization’s president and
executive director Tim Wegscheid about Reunion
events in particular, “We bring these folks together and
we’ll play golf, but we also do a lot of breakout sessions
with therapeutic resources that are specifically geared
toward veterans and the unique things that they go
through.”
Visit Tee It Up for the Troops’ website for more information and for additional details on their events in the
Met Area.
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beyond the 18th green.
French Lick Resort is the go
olf getaway with more to love.
We haave 45 holes of golf, in
ncluding championshiip courses by legendaary
designers
n Pete Dye and Donald Ross. Add in hun
ndreds of ways to win at
the caasino, casual and fine dining
d
plus other ameenities, and the numbers
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or an epicc golf trip. French Lick Resort brings it all
together with golf,, food
o , fun
n and gaming at one unfor
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For groups of 8 or more, givve our golf group sales manager
Alex Whit
W eman a call at 8122-936-9300 (ext. 7227) to get the ball rolling
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GEAR

GREENFRIENDLY
BY SCOTT KRAMER

W

ho doesn’t need a little help on the greens?
Three putter companies have come to the
rescue. Odyssey is out to help you smooth
your putting stroke, with its 18 new Stroke Lab putters
($250 apiece) that each feature an ultra-light, graphite body
shaft bearing a 9-inch steel tip section. Combined with a
heavy grip and putter head, the combination alters the
typical weight distribution you’re accustomed to — you can
instantly feel it enhancing your stroke tempo. It’s as if the
clubhead perfectly guides you through the stroke on its own
power. The company claims your backswing, face angle at
impact, ball speed and direction will improve. If you prefer
small mallets, TaylorMade’s Spider X ($350) sports a Pure
Roll face that helps putts get rolling on your intended line
faster — while True Path Alignment simplifies your aim.
Plenty of head stability helps you sink more putts, even
when you don’t hit the center of the face. Ben Hogan Golf’s
Precision Milled FORGED Plumber’s Neck Blade ($250) is
precision-milled from soft carbon steel. According to the
company, its forging process eliminates hot spots and dead
areas, for unparalleled feel, consistent distance control and
true roll. It’s one of four new models in the family — and the
first in 15 years from Hogan.

sailfish point
Hutchinson Island, Florida

the point is...
Anything but par for the course.

Nicklaus Signature Golf

•

Oceanfront Country Club

•

Helipad

•

Fitness Complex

•

Spa/Salon

•

Private Yacht Club and Marina
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Imagine a Relationship Manager as your
single point of contact, who takes personal
resp
ponsibility for bringing you tailored
ﬁnancial solutions to me
m et the needs of
your business. No getting lost between
departments. No waiting for days for
someone to call you back. That ’s Sterling.

A team of ﬁnancial
professionals, all
dedicated to you.

With a team of experts, a Sterling
Relationship Manager serves as your valuable
ﬁnancial ally. With a thorough understanding
of your business and marketplace, you can
count on us to deliver the right solutions
to you. We offer a full suite of commercial
banking products and
d services, including
customized lending and loans, treasury
management, equipment ﬁnance, and more.
For more information, contact
Michael Henderson at 212-309 -7640
or mhenderson@snb.com.

Expect Extraordinary.

snb.com

Member
FDIC

BEYOND THE MET

Making Memories at

AUGUSTA

Ganne gets high fives from fellow
competitors following the chip
portion of competition.

I

Drogin shakes hands with
former Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

Li collects her
championship trophy
alongside two-time
Masters champion
Bubba Watson.

n just six years, Drive, Chip & Putt has led
hundreds of junior golfers to once-in-a-lifetime
experiences on the hallowed grounds of Augusta
National Golf Club. Sophia Li of Fresh Meadows, N.Y.,
was one of eight Met Area juniors that made their
own special memories this year competing in the
National Finals on April 7, authoring an exciting
victory in the Girls 10-11 division. Li holed her
15- and 30-foot putts to win by one point. “It
was in my mind, but I tried to push the
thought of winning out to focus more on my
game,” said Li afterward of making both
putts to win. Nathan Drogin of Essex Fells,
N.J., and Megha Ganne of Holmdel, N.J.,
captured runner-up honors in the Boys 1415 and Girls 14-15 divisions, respectively. In
addition to competing or moments with
family, finalists can also look back fondly
having special Augusta experiences such as
riding down Magnolia Lane and coming face to
face with past Masters champions.
Registration for the 2020 Drive, Chip & Putt is now
open, with plenty of opportunities for local qualifying
available throughout the Met Area.

SEABROOK
ISLAND

Make It
Uniquely
Yours

Miles of pristine beaches. Minutes from Charleston. Endless amenities and activities.
And the inexplicable feeling of knowing you’re exactly where you should be.
Seabrook Island, SC - Located minutes from the host site of the 2019 US Women’s Open Championship

Come Experience a Stay & Play at Seabrook Island, SC

$599 Stay & Play Package for Two ($1,200 approximate value)*
Spend 2 Nights in a Seabrook Island golf villa. Play 2 Rounds of Golf (per person) on our signature golf courses,
AND receive $100 Gift Certificate to be used at Seabrook Island Club’s restaurants or shops.
For reservations, visit the link below or contact Lyndsey Arnold at (843) 768-7805 or larnold@discoverseabrook.com.

www.DiscoverS eabro ok.com/Stay-and-Play
*Conditions of offer: The Stay & Play package is designed to acquaint you with Seabrook Island’s real estate opportunities. Your visit includes a private real estate tour
(required). Stay & Play packages are seasonal and subject to availability. Lodging (2 bedroom) is also subject to availability. Limit 1 per couple. Taxes will apply.

MGA FOUNDATION
Sleepy Hollow caddie manager Greg Elton providing
instruction at one of April’s Caddie Academies.

Caddies
IN TRAINING
T

he MGA Foundation remains steadfast in its mission of
bringing juniors to the game of golf, with its annual Caddie
Academies serving as a key introductory program. With more
than 200 Met Area clubs having active caddie programs, juniors
have many opportunities to get involved, gain valuable experience,
and develop a strong work ethic.
Caddie Academies—offered free each spring throughout the Met
Area—equip juniors with skills and etiquette necessary to make
their first loop. The sessions include brief classroom-style
instruction followed by on-course training. Upon completion of the
course, participants receive a certificate of completion that they
can present to caddie managers when applying for a position.
Juniors can visit the MGA’s website to read more on how to get started
as a caddie.

On-course training from MGA
staff and club caddie managers
includes lessons on the teeing
ground, in the fairway, and
around and on the green.

Home to the Web.com Tour’s
Savannah Golf Championship,

PGA APPROVED, MET GOLFERS PREFERRED.

The Landings Club’s six championship
golf courses offer challenges for all
types of golfers. Designed by Arnold
Palmer, Tom Fazio, Arthur Hills and
William Byrd, they offer beautiful
marsh views, challenging holes and
great memories. If for some reason
you require a day off the course,
you can visit one of our 31 Har-Tru
tennis courts, 11 pickleball courts,
eight bocce courts, six unique
dining options, four clubhouses,
ﬁve pools or our 52,000 square foot
wellness center. Come visit our “Met”
community down south.

For more information on our Club and
our $25 million capital reinvestment
plan, visit www.landingsclub.com.

LAYOVER

Louisville

DOMESTIC TRAVEL

T

he sports world casts its eye
on Louisville, Kentucky
every May when Churchill
Downs hosts the Kentucky Derby,
but anyone visiting should also take
notice of the region’s golf offerings.
Quality layouts—with fantastic
conditions and reasonable prices—
can be found in every direction.

Chariot Run Golf Club: Laid across gently
rolling farmland west of Louisville, Chariot Run
provides a links-like experience highlighted by
expansive golf course views. The layout, which
opened in 2002, can stretch to over 7,200 yards
from the back tees. Lush rough and golden
fescue line its winding fairways, while, while
several small lakes also come into play.

Heritage Hill Golf Club: Just south of
Louisville, Heritage Hill provides plenty of
variety through the round as holes both run
across open fields and carve through forested
lands. Bunkers front most greens, while the
closing hole proves challenging—even while
playing under 400 yards—due to an
intimidating approach over water.

Champions Pointe Golf Club: Clyde Johnston and
Fuzzy Zoeller teamed up to create this open-layout
design, which winds through fields and an
expanding housing development. Though trees are
sparse on the course, fairways are narrow with
several running adjacent to small lakes. The routing
finishes with a pair of brutes, including the 597-yard
par-five 16th and 451-yard par-four 18th.

CHARIOT RUN GOLF CLUB

The region’s equestrian ﬂavor shines through
at Chariot Run, with its elegant stable-style
clubhouse overlooking the property.

MET MOMENTS

Hollow Brook

HOLE OUT
J

im McHale’s eagle on the par-four 11th hole at Hollow Brook
Country Club in Cortlandt Manor, N.Y., wasn't just a doublecircle on the scorecard. It also added even more meaning to
a hole that has no shortage of sentimental value for McHale. Both
Tom Bertoline—a friend of McHale’s who passed too young from
cancer—and McHale’s father, J.P. McHale, Sr., are honored and
remembered by plaques on the hole. “I was thinking about both
of them, and then I eagled,” said McHale, who used an 8-iron to
hole out from 160 yards on the course’s No. 1 handicap hole while
playing alongside friends John Miata, Dr. Art Pidoriano, and
Dominick Santucci. Club staff recall both men as ideal members
who played in many events and enjoyed just spending time at the
club. “There wasn’t a day that went by that J.P. wasn’t here,” recalls
director of golf Phil Eyre. Eyre and general manager Eugene
Peterson reference McHale, Sr., similarly, respectively saying that
he was the “Mayor of Hollow Brook” and the “face of the club.”
Now each time McHale comes to the challenging hole, the memory
of his hole out will undoubtedly accompany his fond memories of
a friend and his father.

2019
TEES OFF

O

PHOTOS: BARRY SLOAN

n April 23, the MGA welcomed the 2019
championship season by hosting media
day at Hudson National Golf Club,
home of the 117th Met Amateur
Championship, August 1-4. Sunny skies greeted
members of the media and representatives
from the MGA’s valued partners—hopefully an
indication for the season’s weather to come.
Attendees tested their skill on the challenging
top-100 ranked layout, taking in spectacular
Hudson River views and inspecting signature
ruins that architect Tom Fazio kept as a focal
point near the fourth
green and ﬁfth tees. The
season-opening 92nd
MGA Senior Amateur
Championship takes
place May 6-7 at
Montclair Golf Club in
West Orange, N.J.

PARTING SHOT

