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Big Picture: Could Andrew Svoboda’s big ﬁnish at the
Zurich Classic be just the beginning of a breakthrough?
Stanford’s Cameron Wilson adds the NCAA
title to his growing list of victories. What’s next?

George Zahringer joins an elite international event
that honors one of the great moments in golf (pictured right).
The MGA’s annual Tournament Ofﬁcials Seminar
keeps its corps of volunteers at the top of their game when
it comes to Rules and tournament administration.
Some ideas keep coming back
again and again –like the bid for a larger golf hole. But this
one’s been around for longer than you think.

The Bluebird is back. Thanks to
GlenArbor’s commitment to a unique program.
A record number turn out to
support the 20th anniversary of GOLFWORKS.

TaylorMade’s hot new SLDR series offers much
more than just full-sized drivers.
Tips on using The Flop Shot – albeit
sparingly, advises Leigh Notley from Gardiner’s Bay.

Golf choices along the Paciﬁc
Coast’s 17-Mile Drive are on every golfers’ bucket list.

Giants quarterback Eli Manning shows
his softer side in supporting the Guiding Eyes for the Blind
Classic and their service dog program.

Jack Nicklaus and Tony Jacklin warmly shake hands after
Nicklaus conceded a two foot putt that would tie the
1969 Ryder Cup Matches at Royal Birkdale.
The act is commemorated at a new event that salutes
one of the game’s greatest acts of sportsmanship.
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IT WOULDN’T BE TEMPTATION
IF YOU COULD RESIST IT.

IS F SPORT
GS F SPORT

RC F Arriving Fall 2014

Lexus is proud to be the Ofﬁcial Vehicle of the Metropolitan Golf Association.
Options shown. RC F prototype shown. ©2014 Lexus.

EXPERIENCE PERFORMANCE
IN 3-D AUGMENTED REALITY
1. Download the free Aurasma app.
2. Open the app.
3. Scan RC F image to experience in 3-D.

You’ll feel it. Viscerally. Adrenaline-fueled hairs on the back of your neck
standing at attention. This is bold styling, superior handling and instant
responsiveness that will make your pulse race before you start the engine.
And after. This is F. The other side of Lexus.
lexus.com/performance | #LexusF
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BIG PICTURE

Met Golfer
The

On the Rise
Andrew Svoboda
Photo: Getty Images/Chris Graythen

t 35, Andrew Svoboda, a New Rochelle,
N.Y. native and 2003 MGA Player of the
Year is ﬁnding success on golf’s biggest
stage. Svoboda’s move up the ranks of the PGA
TOUR was highlighted by a tie-for-second ﬁnish
at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans in late April
that earned him nearly $600,000. His recent play
has put him in 74th place on the money list.
Unlike his former St. John’s teammate Keegan
Bradley, Andrew’s road to success on the PGA
TOUR was not fast or easy. The former Winged
Foot member toiled on the mini-TOURs and
graduated to the web.com TOUR, where after
three seasons he broke through in 2012 and
finished in the top 25 of the money list to earn his
shot on the PGA TOUR. After a slow first year and
facing the danger of losing his card, Svoboda
bounced back and won two late season web.com
TOUR events in 2013 to maintain his TOUR status.
Moving up the ranks is nothing new to
Svoboda. He had wins on every level in the Met
Area, capturing the Met Junior, the Met Open as
an amateur, then the Met Am. The former St.
John’s golfer played on the national level early
on, advancing to the quarterfinals of the 2004
U.S. Amateur and qualifying for two U.S. Opens.
Perhaps a TOUR win is the next rung in the ladder
for the ever-improving Svoboda. Based on his
past record – I wouldn’t bet against him.
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WINNING

Golf Cum Laude
BY MGA STAFF
Photo by NCAA Photos

S

tanford senior and seven-time MGA Champion
Cameron Wilson earned the NCAA Individual Title
on Monday, May 26, thanks to a triumphant 8-foot
birdie putt on the third playoff hole that secured the win
over Georgia Tech’s Ollie Schniederjans. Currently the
ﬁfth-ranked amateur in the world, the hard fought win
also puts him in the record books alongside golf legends
Tiger Woods (1996) and Sandy Tatum (1942) as only the
third Stanford Cardinal to win the NCAA Individual Title.
In addition, he is only the third left-handed player to win
the title alongside Scott Langley (2010) and Phil
Mickelson (1992, 1990, 1989). Wilson, a native of
Rowayton, Conn., who plays at Shorehaven Golf Club,
started building his golf resume early on, winning the
2009 Carter Cup /MGA Junior Stroke Play Championship,
2009 Met Amateur, and 2009 MGA Player of the Year title,
all at a record age of 16. His talents have only matured
with age; he won back-to-back Ike titles in 2012 and 2013
at both Atlantic GC and Wykagyl CC, respectively, the Ike
Team Championship in 2012, and ﬁnished 2nd at the 2013
Met Open after forcing a playoff with eventual winner
Mark Brown.
This is the second consecutive year that the NCAA
Individual title was claimed by a Met Area player – in 2013
Annie Park from Levittown, N.Y., earned the women’s
NCAA Individual Title for USC and this year her team
established a record-setting nine championship wins for
the season. The last man to win NCAA Individual honors
from the Met Area was way back in 1930 when Princeton’s
George Dunlap won.
Wilson will look to make the grade in the U.S. Open
Sectional Qualifying Round on June 2 at Old Oaks and
Century Country Club to earn a spot in the upcoming U.S.
Open Championship in Pinehurst, North Carolina. And
make no mistake, if he gets there – he’s in it to win it.

Wilson, right, celebrates after
surviving a three-hole playoff.

06_May 2014 Extra_Ad Delta_v1 5/27/14 4:48 PM Page 6

UPGRADE TO THE
MOST UPGRADES.
Sometimes the best destination you’re looking for is on the ﬂight itself.
Fortunately, Delta offers the most seat upgrade opportunities of any
airline, so you can move on up more often. Which means more chances
to enjoy the extra inches, added amenities, and Priority Boarding. If it’s
a bump to First Class you’re looking for, you’ll ﬁnd more of it. In fact,
you’ll ﬁnd the most of it.

DELTA .COM

Subject to availability and other restrictions. Additional fees may apply.

09_May 2014 Extra_Ad Vinyard Vines_v1 5/27/14 4:50 PM Page 9

THE 1ST OFFICIAL STYLE OF THE MGA
vineyard vines has teamed up with the MGA for its 2014 Golf Collection. With performance technology and classic appeal, this golf apparel line
represents high-end style on and off the course. vineyard vines is the only apparel that will be provided at MGA Championships and events throughout the Met Area.

07_May 2014 Extra Legends_v4_v4 5/28/14 1:45 PM Page 7

LEGENDS

I

t was one of the greatest acts of sportsmanship
ever recorded in golf when Jack Nicklaus
conceded a two-foot putt to Tony Jacklin (cover
photo) in the finals of the 1969 Ryder Cup
Matches at Royal Birkdale, England, halving
their match and resulting in the first-ever tie in
the history of the event. This year, that spirit was
commemorated in the first-ever playing of the
Concession Cup, a 36-hole match play
competition between teams from the United
States and Great Britain and Ireland, made up of
mid-am, senior and super-senior amateur players.
The event was played at the aptly-named
Concession Club in Bradenton, Florida and the
MGA was proudly represented in the senior
division by ten-time MGA Player of the Year and
former U.S. Mid-Amateur champion George
Zahringer of Deepdale (back row, third from
left). George joined a distinguished roster of
teammates, including former U.S. and British
Amateur champion Vinny Giles, who served as
playing captain, four-time Walker Cup captain
Jim Holtgrieve, and four-time U.S. Mid-Amateur
champion Nathan Smith, among those on the
the U.S. team. Zahringer contributed two
victories to the USA Team to help lead them to a
decisive 21 ½ - 14 ½ victory over GB & I.
“I was honored to be selected as a member of
the squad. I have known and competed against
many of my teammates as well as some of the
international players. Moreover, it is always a
privilege to represent your country, particularly
at this level,” he noted. “This is one of the
highlights of my career and I believe for all the
others who competed this week,” he said.
Adding to the aura of the event was the
reunion of Jack Nicklaus and Tony Jacklin (first
row, center), who co-designed the Concession
Club course and who remain good friends. At the
opening ceremonies Honorary Chairman, Paul
Azinger, referred to them as two of the “greatest
living ambassadors of the spirit of the game.”
Top: Zahringer and USA captain Vinny Giles
with inaugural Concession Cup trophy
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RULES
t’s a common occurrence at MGA
events: A ball lands on a sprinkler
head in the fairway, or a player hits a
tree branch on his backswing. Maybe
halfway through a round a player ﬁnds
16 clubs in his bag. Now what? While
most MGA competitors are well
schooled in the basics of The Rules of
Golf, there are any number of
situations that can arise during
competition where the answer may not
be so crystal clear and which could,
and should, have the beneﬁt of an
expert opinion. After all, guessing
wrong can have big consequences and
cost a player disqualiﬁcation, a spot in
a championship or even a win.
Enter the MGA Bluecoats, our highlytrained volunteer corps of about 150
officials who are on hand at every MGA
event to assist players with any ruling
situations to insure that they are
maintaining pace of play, conforming
to the rules and avoiding costly
penalties. And, every Spring, just as
the buds are breaking on the trees and
clubs are coming out of the bag, this
dedicated corps of volunteers convene
at the MGA’s annual Tournament
Officials Seminar for a one-day
refresher course on The Rules and on
all MGA tournament procedures, to
insure that the highest standards
of play are always enforced at
MGA events. They are the heart
and soul of the MGA Tournament
Program and are a large part of
what makes MGA events among
the best and most professionally
run in the country.

I

BACK SCHOOL
TO

MGA Officials Scott Stearns and Wendy
Dominick review Relief Procedures for Water
Hazards at 2014 Tournament Officials Seminar
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BERKELEY HALL
lub Community
A Private Golf C

THE

discovery

PA C K A G E
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A Revolution

REVISITED

“F

arcical! You couldn’t miss a hole that size unless you
were blind.” “The very idea makes me angry.” “…his
suggestion is absurd. The golf hole is just the right size now.”
If you guessed these were quotes from traditionalists
railing against the recent proposal by Mark King, CEO of
Taylor Made to experiment with enlarging the golf hole to a
mammoth 15 inches you would be wrong. The words were
actually aimed at Gene Sarazen more than 80 years ago when
“The Squire” took an early stand in favor of enlarging the hole.
Attention to King’s idea was sparked by a New York Times
article and by widely circulated photos of Sergio Garcia and
Justin Rose putting into a 15 inch cup at an event that King
staged at the Oconee Course at Reynolds Plantation outside
Atlanta one day after the Masters. King’s theory, if the game is
too hard and takes too long, let’s try something different
especially for beginners of all ages and for juniors. If we make
the game “easier” and less frustrating maybe we will be able
to attract new players and get more golfers to stay with the
game and graduate to becoming more traditional golfers.
These thoughts have sparked fears of revolution among the
game’s traditionalists, but it turns out the idea is actually not
so new after all. Larger holes have been proposed as far back
as the 1920’s when a club in Maine actually played through an
entire season with six-inch holes. And surprisingly, one of the
idea’s more notable proponents was Sarazen, who as early as
the 1930’s took a stand in favor of enlarging the cup size to 12
inches, a position for which he received lots of flack in the
local press as noted in a 1933 article in The Bakersfield
Californian.
So, as the saying goes, “Everything Old Is New Again”…and
golf is no exception. No question the idea has a polarizing
effect in the world of golf- you love it or hate, probably
depending on how good your putting skills are, but whatever
your stand – revolutionary? – not so much.

THE HOLE TRUTH
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COMEBACK STORY

N

othing beats the sights
and sounds that signal
the return of spring to the Met Area.
One of the most common signs that
warmer weather is on the way is the chirping of
birds returning from their winter retreat in the
South. A place where that sound is especially
welcome is at GlenArbor Golf Club in Bedford
Hills, N.Y., where they’ll be beginning the 12th
year of their Environmental Enhancement
Program and its flagship Bluebird Program.
When GlenArbor owner Grant Gregory and
his son Morgan first started the club they made
it clear that “stewardship of the land” would be
one of four principles the club would uphold.
When the Bluebird Program was first conceived,
GlenArbor’s Superintendent Ken Benoit was
skeptical of the results the program would
produce, but quickly became one of its biggest
fans. “The Bluebird program has become as much
a part of GlenArbor as the golf course is,” said
Benoit. The Program positions bluebird boxes
throughout the golf course which are monitored
weekly throughout the nesting season with the
help of Bedford’s own “Mr. Bluebird,” Tom Meyer,
a bluebird expert. It wasn’t that long ago those
bluebirds, the state bird of New York, were on the
endangered species list yet, since the Bluebird
Program’s inception, the club has fledged over
800 bluebirds, greatly bolstering the population
in the area. In addition, GlenArbor also houses
four bee hives, which produce honey that is given
out to the membership every year.
For its efforts, GlenArbor is the only golf club
that has been awarded the Environmental
Stewardship Recognition Award by the North
American Bluebird Society and in 2010 received
the Arthur P. Weber MGA Club Environmental
Leaders in Golf Award.

BY ZACK ALCORN
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My Life.
My Legacy.
My Sporting Club.
Bubba Watson’s legacy is more than golf.
It’s about creating lasting memories with his
family in their home at America’s Resort.
Now’s the time to create your own legacy. The Greenbrier
Sporting Club is thrilled to introduce nine exceptional
developer properties with one exceptional offer...
NO CLUB DUES THROUGH 2015*

Homesites from $300K. Homes from $1M.
greenbriersportingclub.com | 855-834-1255
5 Kate’s Mountain Road, White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986
*After buyer’s payment of the one-time membership initiation fee. Obtain the Property Report as required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal Agency has judged the
merits or value, if any, of this property. This is not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy real estate in Greenbrier Sporting Club by residents of HI, ID, IL, NY and OR
or in any other jurisdiction where prohibited by law. Prices, plans, dimensions, speci¿cations, material and availability are based upon current development plans, which are subject to change
without notice. This project is registered with the New Jersey Real Estate Commission, N.J. Reg. No. 11-59-0002. Use of recreational facilities and amenities requires separate club membership.
John Klemish, Broker-In-Charge

Bubba Watson

PGA TOUR Pro & Greenbrier Sporting Club Member
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FOUNDATION

O

n May 19, the MGA Foundation celebrated the start of the 20th year of its flagship junior program, GOLFWORKS, with its annual Day of
Golf, held this year at the Maidstone Club in East Hampton, N.Y. More than 150 avid supporters of the Foundation’s premier youth
initiative, which provides meaningful summer employment to high school students and introduces them to career opportunities within the golf
industry, were on hand to mark the occasion and learn about the great success of the program in impacting the lives of young people through
golf. In the program’s 20 years, it has grown from 12 students at six clubs to 250 students at 80 MGA clubs annually and is today one of the
nation’s most successful junior golf initiatives.
Many of the program’s great success stories and some of the tremendous achievements of many of its graduates were shown in a short video
at the Day of Golf (right, and available on our website) and will also be featured in the June/July issue of The Met Golfer. Congratulations
GOLFWORKS - 20 years young and we’ve only just begun.
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GEAR

SLDR
BY SCOTT KRAMER

O

f all TaylorMade’s brand-new SLDR S woods, perhaps the most pleasant surprise is the SLDR S Mini driver
($279). This silver-headed, 260cc clubhead combines a low-and-forward center of gravity location with
available high lofts of 10, 12, 14 or 16 degrees. That helps maximize trajectory, carry and overall distance,
say company ofﬁcials who are quick to caution it won’t get you as much yardage as you would with its full-sized
SLDR S driver sibling. Our testing actually produced comparable distance. The Mini has a shorter, controllable shaft.
Off the tee, it reliably delivers high launch and low spin. Directly off the ground and even from the rough, hitting the
ball is a breeze. The smaller clubhead – it’s only 100cc larger than a typical 3-wood – helps project the ball pleasantly
high, generating more ball spin from the turf than off of a tee. Also worth a look: The company’s new SLDR irons
($899/set) that bear a classic clubhead shape and size with a distance-enhancing slot behind the face that allows the
clubface to ﬂex more at impact, then catapult the ball with “driver-like face speed,” says Tomo Bystedt, TaylorMade’s
director of product creation for irons, putters and wedges.
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M O N DAY.

T U E S D AY

F R I D AY

W E D N E S D AY

S AT U R D AY

T H U R S D AY

S U N D AY

A membership to The Cliffs Communities gives you a championship golf course for
every day of the week. All within minutes of each other. Not to mention full access to
every clubhouse, wellness center, hiking trail and marina. We invite you to experience
the unique lifestyle enjoyed by our members throughout our seven communities in
the Blue Ridge Mountains of the Carolinas.
Call today for a test drive.
866.411.5771 | cliffscommunities.com
SEVEN COURSES . SEVEN COMMUNITIES . ONE MEMBERSHIP .
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INSTRUCTION

Flop Shot Set Up

W

hile ﬂop shots can yield great results, they are very challenging shots and
are only advisable when absolutely necessary. However, when you don’t
have a lot of green to work with and need the ball to stop quickly, the ﬂop shot can
help you save a stroke and is your best bet for getting you close to the hole.
Leigh Notley, PGA Head Golf Professional at Gardiner's Bay Country Club.

BY LEIGH NOTLEY

4

1
Address: When setting up, keep your weight forward and make
sure to have an open stance. The handle of the club should be
forward and the ball positioned in the center of the heels.

2
Backswing: To help get the ball up in the air quickly, hinge your
wrists along the body alignment very early in the backswing.

3
Impact: On impact, keep all your weight forward and
remember to keep the handle forward as well.

Don’t: The most common
mistake in this type of
shot is releasing the
trailing wrist before
impact. Don’t do it! This
puts the club-head in
front of the handle and
leads to a ground ﬁrst
strike which won’t help
get the ball in the air, or
worse, a skulled shot
across the green.
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DOMESTIC TRAVEL

54
Holes in...
Pebble Beach
Photo by Joann Dost, courtesy Pebble Beach Resorts

W

hat comes to mind when you hear someone mention Pebble
Beach? Perhaps it is five U.S. Opens, the annual AT&T Pebble
Beach National Pro-Am, or the waves crashing on the cliffs.
But what about the other world-class courses there, the dining experiences,
the spa and more? And now there is even a newly designed Golf Academy.
GOLF
• Pebble Beach Golf Links – Watson’s chip. Nicklaus
hitting the flagstick. Tiger’s record-setting
performance. A test of golf that is so good that it will
host the U.S. Open twice this decade (2010 and 2019).
Pebble Beach offers the golfer a significant test on its

most beautiful setting. It’s the course that is at the top
of most golf bucket lists, and with good reason.
• Spyglass Hill Golf Course – One of Robert Trent Jones Sr.’s
most famous courses. Tall pines, sand dunes and ocean
views combined with a world-class test of golf. Enjoy a
beautiful challenge that tests the game’s best annually

during the AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am.
• The Links at Spanish Bay – A true links course that
connects land and sea, Spanish Bay offers a different
experience than Pebble Beach or Spyglass by allowing
you to try out your ground game. Play late and listen
for the daily bagpiper as he helps to close the course for
the day.

LODGING & DINING
• Where to stay, eat, etc. The decisions don’t end on the
golf course, and are endless. Like the golf, The Lodge at
Pebble Beach offers a variety of top-ranked offerings for
lodging and dining. Do you want the elegance and
opulence of The Inn at Spanish Bay (with those
wonderful fire pits right on the Pacific), or the charm and

location of The Lodge at Pebble Beach? You can’t go
wrong with either, and both feature multiple worldclass dining options. Whatever you do, leave time for a
leisurely drive along famous 17-Mile Drive – and take
your eyes off all the great golf courses for a moment to
enjoy the spectacular Pacific Coast scenery.

OTHER
• Pebble Beach Golf Academy & Practice Facility – the
newly completed Academy spans over 3,000 sq. feet
and offers golfers an expansive array of features. 25
PGA Professionals are on hand to help you with your
game. And new this year, check out their new robotic
swing trainer. Step into the trainer and experience
what it feels like to make a perfect swing.
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CuisinArt Golf Resort & Spa, Anguilla, Caribbean
November 6–10, 2014

AN

EVENT FOR THOSE WHO LOVE FINE FOOD

We are proud to invite you to join us for the ﬁrst ever Epicurea, an aromatic,
ﬂavorful, and sensual culinary adventure on the beautiful Caribbean island
of Anguilla. A relaxing island destination, celebrity chefs, savory fresh foods,
inspiring and well-crafted wines, wonderful company and unsurpassed golf –
blending together to create a vacation experience like no other.
Price: $3,730 per couple

Chef Paul Bocuse
“Chef of the Century” purveyor of
his extraordinary 3-Michelin Star
restaurant in Lyon, France, and
creator of Nouvelle Cuisine. A tribute
dinner will be prepared in his honor.

Master Chef Christophe Muller
Paul Bocuse’s
protégé extraordinaire at
L’Auberge du Pont de Collonges

Costs Include: Accommodations for two with daily continental breakfast;
Four Celebrity Chef prepared dining experiences; Two rounds of golf; Transfers
between Anguilla and St. Maarten (recommended airport). For additional information
and package details visit Epicureagolf.com.
Additional optional activities include (priced per service):
• Cooking Classes
• Wine Sampling and Pairing Classes
• Venus Spa services
• Additional Rounds of Golf and Other Leisure Activities

Chef Philippe Lusseau
CuisinArt Appliances
France Corporate Chef

Chef Alex Lee
An exemplary career
at Daniel, Le Cirque and
now the Glen Oaks Club

Chef Jasper Schneider
Chef in residence at
CuisinArt Golf Resort & Spa

For additional information
or to register, visit:

epicureagolf.com
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PARTING SHOT

ew York Giants quarterback Eli Manning was recently at Mulino’s of
Westchester in White Plains, N.Y. in support of the Spring Tee-Off
to the Guiding Eyes for the Blind Golf Classic. Founded by Ken
Venuri in 1977, the Classic has raised more than $8 million
for the nonproﬁt, which provides superbly trained guide and
service dogs – free of charge – to men and women who are blind,
as well as to children with autism. Manning has been involved
with the charity for the past eight years thanks to family friend
Patrick Browne Jr., a blind golfer who taught both Eli and his
son, Patrick III, how to golf as boys. “Guiding Eyes is helping
people live their lives to the fullest,” Manning said, as he held
on to Meadows, a Guiding Eyes puppy. “These dogs provide
independence to people who are blind and they provide
safety and companionship to children with autism.” Coming
off arthroscopic surgery on his left ankle, Manning, (a 10.0
Index), has been sidelined from both the gridiron and the
links in 2014, but will be back on the course for the June 8-9
Guiding Eyes Classic, which will be held on both Fairview
Country Club in Greenwich, Conn. and Mount Kisco
Country Club in Mount Kisco, N.Y.

N

