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Beyond the Met: A recent USGA symposium
addressed how technology and data can help improve
the game of golf.

Rules: Proposed changes to the Rules of Golf aim for
easier understanding and application.
Championships: Memories revealed by past winners
of the Met Junior Championship show several
common themes from their experiences.

MGA Foundation: Junior golfers from The First Tee
had a front row seat to Tiger Woods’ latest television
appearance.
Gear: Trajectory, control, distance and feel are all
focus points for golf ball manufacturers in their latest
offerings.

Met Moments: The 66th MGWA National Awards
Dinner is shaping up to be another can’t-miss evening.

Travel: Detroit may surprise you with its variety of golf
courses that are set on scenic landscapes.

Parting Shot: We bid goodbye to the winter months
with a stunning scene from Bethpage State Park.
This page: After several stretches of mild temperatures through the
winter, who would’ve guessed this would be the scene across much
of the Met Area less than a week before the ﬁrst day of spring?
Pictured: The par-four 11th green and par-three 12th at The
Apawamis Club in Rye, N.Y. (Photo: Tim Hartin)
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Nearly 200 attendees, and
others watching through a
live stream, heard how
technology and data can
assist in advancing the game.
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Facilities can visualize and measure the cost impacts of potential
changes with the USGA’s Resource Management tool.

survey data showed a disconnect between what
golfers and facilities see as contributing factors
to enjoying the game, while the USGA also
revealed its Resource Management tool which
helps superintendents and facility owners
effectively manage the use of water, labor, fuel
and more.
A challenge from the USGA’s senior managing
director of public services Rand Jerris
epitomized the symposium and its purpose, as
he asked the industry to boost golfer satisfaction
by 20% while reducing critical resource
consumption by 25% by 2025.
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nnovation in golf isn’t limited to the
technology that comes with the latest
equipment. In fact, it has much more
widespread applications that can help improve
the game on many levels. Those items were the
focus of the USGA’s North American Golf
Innovation Symposium, held March 6-7 in
Vancouver, British Columbia with support from
Golf Canada and the Mexican Golf Federation.
Leaders in the industry convened to share
research and ongoing work related to elevating
the golfer experience, improving facility
productivity, and serving the game. For example,
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RULES

REVAMPING
the Rules

Under the proposed
changes to the Rules of
Golf, a golfer would no
longer be required to
drop the ball from
shoulder height…

and the time for a ball search would be
reduced from ﬁve minutes to three minutes.

O

there would no longer be a
penalty if a ball played from the
putting green hits an unattended
ﬂagstick in the hole…

n March 1, an announcement from the USGA
and R&A presented a major set of proposed
changes to the Rules of Golf. As the product of a
ﬁve-year Rules Modernization initiative by golf’s
governing bodies, these proposed changes aim to
simplify the game by making the Rules easier to
understand and easier to apply.
The proposed changes are sweeping, with the
USGA highlighting 33 items on its website that are
expected to have the most impact on the game—
including those pictured here: the procedure for
dropping a ball, the need to remove the ﬂagstick
before holing out on the putting green, and the time
allowed to search for a lost ball. The presentation of
the Rules will also receive important updates,
utilizing a plain writing style and visual tools for
easier interpretation. In addition to the number of
Rules being reduced from 34 to 24, the Decisions
book will be replaced with a “Handbook” for added
guidance and a “Player’s Edition” will be created to
feature the most commonly used Rules.
The USGA and R&A plan to put the Rules into
effect on January 1, 2019, however, golfers are
encouraged to review the proposed changes and
provide feedback. So, feel free to try the proposed
changes out on the course in the coming months
and share your thoughts. After all, these changes
are being made with you—the golfer—in mind.

CENTENNIAL GOLF GETAWAY

El Campeón ranked #2 in USA - Golf Advisor; Las Colinas ranked #25 in Florida - Golf Week
• Deluxe room with patio and daily breakfast buffet
• Daily golf on two championship courses
• Wine dinner for two & commemorative gift bag
• Unlimited range balls, club cleaning and storage

HOWEY-IN-THE-HILLS, FL | MissionInnResort.com/centennial | 888-283-6363
TWO GOLF COURSES • SPA • FOUR RESTAURANTS • TRAP & SKEET • MARINA • 30,000 S.F MEETING SPACE

CHAMPIONSHIPS

T

here’s no wonder why the Met Junior sponsored by MetLife is the most sought after title by the Met Area’s rising stars. The
nation’s oldest junior championship, which celebrates its 100th playing this June, boasts a rich history anchored by the
impressive list of names found upon its Mandeville Trophy. With each year that passes, another name is added and more
memories are made. Just take it from these past champions.

MICHAEL MILLER
2010 at Ardsley

“Winning the Met Junior gave me the
confidence that I needed later that summer
to qualify for the U.S. Amateur and it really
was my first big step to going in the
direction that I always wanted. Growing up
and watching other guys from Knollwood
win, I always wanted to add my name to the
trophy. I especially remember looking at
Marc Turnesa, Billy Olin and Michael
Quagliano’s names, being related to the
Turnesa’s, having Billy as a family friend,
and growing up watching Michael practice
at Knollwood. Winning gave me the belief
that I could play against the best juniors
and amateurs around the country.”
– Michael Miller is currently competing professionally.

PATRICK FILLIAN
2004 at Rockaway River

“It was certainly the biggest victory I had experienced at
the time. I remember it giving me a ton of confidence that
I could compete and win on a more regional and national
level, and I won the Carter Cup later that summer. What I
remember most vividly was hitting a 3-wood on the 15th
hole to three feet to win, 5-and-3. It’s neat to have the
junior golfers at Echo Lake see my championship trophy
in the golf shop. I get to share with them the experiences I
had in such a great event.”
– Patrick Fillion is the head golf professional
at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield, N.J.

CAMERON YOUNG
2013 at Fairview

“One thing I remember is the first time I was able to
actually pick up the trophy, hold it and look at some
of the names that are on it through the years—holding history in a way. It’s an honor to be part of it. I
remember a stretch of holes against [current Wake
Forest teammate] Clancy Waugh in the semifinals,
that we both played in five or six-under. Knowing I
was able to keep up with him and some of the other
guys was a big stepping stone in giving me some
confidence and establishing my place among them.”
– Cameron Young is a sophomore at Wake Forest University.

DAVID PASTORE

2006 at The Apawamis Club
2009 at Engineers
“To have my name on there twice is very special because not
many people have won twice in the modern era. For my first
win in 2006 I was only 14, and because of that, that is one of my
biggest accomplishments ever in golf. I remember having the
Mandeville Trophy and how my mom would keep it on the
kitchen table or somewhere else where I’d see it all the time.
The 2009 win was special in a different way. I was a more
experienced and accomplished player and winning the Met
Junior was a major key in a great summer that helped me go to
a top NCAA Division I program.”
–David Pastore is currently competing professionally.

MGA FOUNDATION
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Woods edged Strahan in a putting competition
during his Good Morning America appearance.

ABC/LORENZO BEVILAQUA

articipants of The First Tee of Metropolitan New
York not only learn the game of golf and
important life lessons, but also have
opportunities to take part in some unique
experiences. This month, fifteen juniors were
center-stage audience guests at Good Morning
America, sitting front and center for Tiger Woods’
appearance on the show.
“It was a great experience for our youth to see all of
the behind-the-scenes work that goes into producing a
nationally televised show,” says director of New York
City player development Anthony Rodriguez. “Of
course, being present for Tiger’s interview and putting
contest with Michael Strahan was really special.”
The off-air action also provided a lot of excitement,
as some juniors had their pictures taken with Strahan
and everyone enjoyed entertainment just before the
red lights went on. “The kids also experienced some
off-camera improv with the audience hype man,
which helped ease the anxiety of being in the
spotlight in a live studio,” said Rodriguez.
Woods, who was on the show promoting his new
book on the 1997 Masters, later held a book signing at
the Union Square Barnes & Noble. Forsgate Country
Club and MGA member Bob Shea attended the event,
saying it was a great opportunity and that, “Getting
two books signed by Tiger made the day.”

sailfish point
Hutchinson Island, Florida

the point is...
Anything but par for the course.
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GEAR

Premium Tour Balls
BY SCOTT KRAMER

Y

ou have to wonder just how much
ball companies can further improve
their products. Take Titleist’s Pro V1
and Pro V1x balls, which have
received new-and-improved updates every
other year since the franchise’s 2000 debut.
According to company officials, the 2017 Pro V1
($62/dozen) flies lower, the Pro V1x ($62) flies
higher with a steeper descent. With lower spin
from tee to green, the Pro V1 has a lively landing
and roll, and feels softer. But they’re equally long,
because of advances to the Pro V1 this year.
Through time, the success of these balls has

undoubtedly forced competitors to step up their
game with premium models that generate teeshot distance and green-side backspin — all
while feeling nice and soft at impact. The 2017
lot includes Srixon’s three-piece 2017 Z-Star
($40) that focuses on tour performance with
more control and Z-Star XV ($40) that
emphasizes distance; Callaway’s four-piece
2017 Chrome Soft ($40) with low tee-shot spin
and Chrome Soft X ($40) that helps soften feel
and tighten dispersion; and TaylorMade’s softfeeling TP5 ($45) and high-launching TP5x
($45) with five construction layers apiece.

MET MOMENTS

2014
Fred Couples

2016
Nick Price

2013
Paul Azinger

1973
Gary Player

The Gold Tee
Award Goes toÉ

2004
Annika Sorenstam

T

his year’s Metropolitan Golf Writers Association National Awards
Dinner—always a highly anticipated calendar date on the Met
Area’s golf calendar—is once again expected to be a remarkable
evening celebrating the game of golf.
Mark O’Meara will headline the June 26 event at the Westchester Marriott
in Tarrytown, N.Y., as he accepts the Gold Tee Award for his outstanding
achievements and inﬂuence in the game of golf. O’Meara, who was inducted
into the World Golf Hall of Fame in 2015, won 16 times on the PGA TOUR and
claimed more than 30 career wins worldwide. His professional career began
in 1980 and while he already had an impressive resume, his 1998 season took
him to a new level as he claimed The Masters and The Open Championship en
route to PGA TOUR Player of the Year honors.
Additional award winners will be announced this spring, but tickets to this
year’s awards dinner are already available on www.metgolfwriters.org.

2017 Gold Tee Award recipient Mark O’Meara

Palmer, Fazio, Hills, Byrd built six championship courses...
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Tucked away on 300 tropical acres, Turnberry Isle Miami, Autograph Collection, is an oasis

FORE THE LOVE OF GOLF

of accessible luxury and enriching experiences. Located within the upscale city of Aventura,
the resort is easily accessible with airlift from Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport
just 12 miles north and Miami International Airport only 18 miles south.
The resort is renowned for the 18-hole championship Miller course and the Soffer course
voted among the top 100 “Best Resort Courses” by Golf Week. Both pristine golf courses
have gone through more than $45 million in renovations changing the landscape of Florida
golf. The South Course’s (Soffer) debut was December 2006 and the North (Miller) opened
in December 2007.

Originally designed by Robert Trent Jones, Sr., both courses offer

lush, tropical grounds accentuated with a variety of elevation changes, contoured fairways,
sharp changes within holes and strategically placed water features. Varied flora and trees
indigenous to Florida’s tropical climate create an oasis-like feel throughout the courses
giving nearly each hole a private feel, with more than $100,000 in landscaping spent on
each hole of play. Occasionally, a beautiful statue can be found nestled within the foliage,
reminding golfers that beauty surrounds them at every turn.
The resort’s courses are home to hundreds of birds that continue to call Turnberry home.
Special nesting areas have been positioned throughout the courses. Even a separate
18-HOLES OF GOLF DAILY

“Flamingo Island” was built within Lake Julius, the largest and deepest body of water at

BREAKFAST FOR TWO DAILY | OVERNIGHT VALET PARKING

the resort named after Golf Hall of Famer and former Golf Director Julius Boros. The Island
ensures resident Flamingoes are able to nest and nurture their young in a natural environment.

FROM $294 50

PER PERSON

TO BOOK CALL 786-279-6770 | TIR.RESERVATIONS@TURNBERRYISLEMIAMI.COM

Whether a golf getaway, corporate tournament, or you are looking to join the Turnberry
Lifestyle through a variety of memberships, this legendary South Florida location awaits.

19999 WEST COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE, AVENTURA, FLORIDA 33180 | TURNBERRYISLEMIAMI.COM
FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: CLUBMEMBERSHIP@TURNBERRYISLEMIAMI.COM
INCLUDES GREENS FEES, CART FEES AND APPLICABLE FORECADDIES FEES | RESORT FEE AND ROOM TAX ARE ADDITIONAL. BASED ON AVAILABILITY. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

DOMESTIC TRAVEL

BY TIM HARTIN

T

he Motor City has certainly seen more prosperous times, though several factors—including a resurging automotive
industry—suggest Detroit could be headed in the right direction. Only time will tell how strongly Detroit rebounds,
but for now one thing is certain: golf in southeastern Michigan is alive and well.

PHOTO: EAGLE CREST GOLF CLUB

COURSES:
1 Eagle Crest Golf Club – A challenging layout and picturesque
views steal the show at Eagle Crest in Ypsilanti. Both factors are
especially true during the round’s beginning and ending
stretches, as holes nestled next to Ford Lake require precision
and provide captivating scenery. In addition to its quality
conditions and varying landscapes, Eagle Crest offers a
location convenient to Detroit Metropolitan Airport, plus stay
and play packages.

2 Shepherd’s Hollow Golf Club – Carved through
rolling forest lands, the 27 holes at Shepherd’s Hollow
feel as if you’re much farther than just 45 miles north of
Detroit. The Arthur Hills-designed course may weave
amongst trees and undulating topography, but its
fairways are wide and welcoming. Its greens are also
generous in size, though slopes and ridges place an
emphasis on approach shots.

3 Rouge Park Golf Course – If distance from
downtown Detroit is a factor, Rouge Park is one of
the top options within city limits. The course plays
just over 6,300 yards, but several sharp doglegs,
crowned greens with collection areas, and
surprisingly hilly terrain can still present
challenges. The Rouge River runs through the
course and comes in to play on nine holes.

A demanding tee shot and
peninsular green make Eagle Crest’s
par-ﬁve sixteenth one of the most
memorable holes in Detroit area golf.

PARTING SHOT

Final
Flurries

W

e were so close. Some Met Area courses had already
welcomed play this month and even more had set
dates for opening day. Unfortunately, Old Man Winter
had other thoughts.
Frequent MGA photographer Barry Sloan captured this snowy
scene at Bethpage State Park on March 10 and while evidence of
that morning squall didn’t last long, Winter Storm Stella followed
just four days later—putting a damper on hopes of squeezing in a
few rounds before the active score posting season returns on April 1.
Snow can make our golf courses appear mystical through the
winter, but at this time of the year, we’re ready to have golf balls
ﬂying over their fairways instead of snowﬂakes.

