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History: The Met Area’s ﬁrst-ever ski jump stood
tall at a New Jersey country club in the 1920s.
Rules: Start getting familiar with the new Rules of
Golf with these easy to learn changes.

Beyond the Met: Find out where the Met Area’s
top juniors will take their talents next fall.

Gear: The offseason is the perfect time to browse
the latest golf bags on the market.

Clubs: Fairview Country Club in Greenwich,
Conn., celebrated a milestone year in 2018.

Travel: The Sunshine State has plenty of golf
destinations. See why Naples should rank high on
your list of places to visit in Florida.

Parting Shot: Remembering James R. Hand,
whose inﬂuence on golf in the Met Area and
beyond will be felt for years to come.
This page: After reﬂecting on the 2018 season, the focus will
soon turn to the 2019 golf calendar, which includes Hudson
National Golf Club’s highly anticipated hosting of the 117th
Met Amateur Championship.
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HISTORY

A Jump

BACK

inL Time

ake Placid? Maybe the Catskills or the Poconos?
All likely first guesses for where this 90-foot,
wooden ski jump once stood, but it was actually
right here in the Met Area – and at a country club!
For several years in the 1920s, the structure took
ground atop a hill on North Jersey Country Club’s old
10th hole, aiming toward the 18th hole pond. The
jump – which was the first ski jump in the New York
Metropolitan area – earned the club consideration as
the “Lake Placid of the Metropolitan section” and led
the club to host championships for the Swedish Ski
Club of New York City. Norwegian titleholder Ole
Jansen won the meet all three years
(1925-27) with The New York Times
reporting that 3,000 spectators
attended the inaugural event.
The structure served as one part
of the club’s highly active winter
season. Members ice skated on the
18th hole pond and the club even had
a hockey team – The Ice Hounds – that
was made up of former college players
and was good enough to enter Olympic
tryouts. The club also encouraged
skiing and tobogganing, while an
orchestra provided the sweet serenade
for Saturday evening dances.
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Transformed

One of the most iconic resorts in the Caribbean,
CuisinArt Golf Resort & Spa, a member of the Leading
Hotels of the World, reopens November 1. The beloved
resort, part of the Resorts & Residences by CuisinArt,
closed in September 2017 following Hurricane Irma and
reopens fully restored with fresh design updates,
transformed interiors including all accommodations,
expanded golf and spa programming, and new dining
venues and concepts, powered by forward-thinking
sustainability.
Alan Larch joined the CuisinArt family as Executive
Chef and in his new role, Chef Alan will oversee a range of
diverse dining venues at both CuisinArt Golf Resort &
Spa and sister property, The Reef by CuisinArt, with
global-inﬂuenced menus and experiences designed
around island-sourced ingredients, fueled by the resort’s
groundbreaking Hydroponic Farm.
The Spa by CuisinArt relaunches with a renewed focus
on whole body wellness and biodynamic treatments. The
new Fitness Center has the latest in Technogym
equipment including Spin bikes with Technogym Cycle
Connect for virtual spinning.
CuisinArt’s Greg Norman Signature Design 18-Hole
Championship Course, the ultimate golf experience on

Anguilla, will have completed major poststorm projects including an extensive bunker
renovation. Enhanced maintenance programs were
also implemented to bring the course back to its original
glory while improving conservation efforts for a
sustainable future. Guests will enjoy several new
enhancements including a ﬂeet of new Yamaha golf carts
and newly incentivized golf play rates to celebrate the
resort’s reopening. CuisinArt guests can enjoy full 18hole games for just $100 ($299 for non-guests), as well as
9-hole and Twilight games for just $75 ($225 non-guests),
with complimentary rental clubs.
The Resorts & Residences by CuisinArt are located on
the southern Caribbean coast of Anguilla, in the desirable
West End. Upon entering the exclusive gated
community, discover an oasis with two world
“CuisinArt is redesigned and reimagined
renowned resorts – CuisinArt Golf Resort &
Spa and The Reef by CuisinArt – and a selection to further elevate the guest experience.”
of magniﬁcent Estate Homes & Residences.
The Reef by CuisinArt, which debuted in November 2016,
is the perfect beachfront companion to Cuisinart Golf
Resort & Spa and is replete with enticing ensuite
amenities and distinctive features that truly epitomize a
chic beachside resort with a contemporary ﬂair. The Reef
by CuisinArt features 80 suites directly on the Caribbean
Sea, overlooking Merrywing Bay.
For additional information and to reserve your stay
at CuisinArt Golf Resort & Spa or The Reef by
CuisinArt, visit the website
www.resortsandresidencesbycuisinart.com.
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Legendary Anguilla resort undergoes
design transformation with enhanced
golf and spa amenities and new culinary
experiences

GIVE THE GIFT
THAT KEEPS
ON GIVING
’Tis the season for great offers on the
gift you can unwrap again. And again.
And again. Because when you discover
a Lexus in your driveway, complete with
a big red bow, it’s the promise of a year
ﬁlled with unforgettable moments. But
hurry—while the joy lasts forever, the
offers do not. Visit your Lexus dealer
before January 2.

RX F SPORT
NX F SPORT

ES F SPORT

ENDS JANUARY 2

Lexus is proud to be the Official Vehicle of the Metropolitan Golf Association

lexus.com | #Lexus

Options shown. ©2018 Lexus

RULES

NEW RULES 101
G
olf administrators, Rules officials, and players alike have
begun learning golf’s new Rules that will soon go into
effect on January 1, 2019. The biggest overhaul to the Rules of
Golf in more than 30 years contains some intricate changes,
but there are also updates that are quick and easy to learn,
such as those seen here. As 2019 approaches, look for more
information from the MGA on public Rules Seminars that will
focus on the new Rules of Golf.



   

ALWAYS MORE FUN!

Experience Florida’s best golf
with your buddies!
Located just north of Orlando. Mission Inn is
home to two of the ﬁnest golf courses in the nation,
El Campeon and Las Colinas. El Campeon is
ranked #2 Florida course layout on GolfAdvisor.com.
This 1,100-acre sportsman’s paradise oﬀers deluxe
accommodations, golf, trap and skeet, spa, bass
ﬁshing and four on-site restaurants. Enjoy the
Lake Ridge Winery, European-inspired Yalaha
Bakery, and the many shops and restaurants
just minutes away in Mt. Dora.
Mission Inn oﬀers a variety of stay and play
getaway packages for buddy groups, couples,
and individuals looking for a complete golf
destination resort at aﬀordable prices.

TWO GOLF COURSES • SPA • FOUR RESTAURANTS • TRAP & SKEET • MARINA • HOSPITALITY ROOMS

MissionInnResort.com | Reservations 800-874-9053
HOWEYINTHEHILLS, FLORIDA

BEYOND THE MET

I’m Taking my Talents to…
More Met Area Commitments:
JOHNNY BUSH
Cranford, N.J.
Campbell University

P

art of the fun in following junior golf is seeing
players make the jump to college. Early in
November, a number of Met Area standouts put
pen to paper on a National Letter of Intent, making the
commitment to continue their education and to
compete collegiately beginning next fall.

SHANE DEVINCENZO
Port Jefferson, N.Y.
Fairﬁeld University

KAITLYN LEE
Scarsdale, N.Y.
Yale University

MATT MINERVA, JR.
Elmsford, N.Y.
Villanova University

WILL CELIBERTI of
Ridgewood, N.J.
this year’s Met Junior
Championship runner-up,
made things ofﬁcial with
University of Maryland. Celiberti
also represented the MGA this
summer as part of the Williamson
Cup team.

ALEX KYRIACOU
Suffern, N.Y.
St. John’s University

JACK WALL of Brielle, N.J.
this year’s winner of the MGA Junior
Player of the Year Award, Presented by
Callaway – signed with University of
South Carolina. Ranking No. 61 and as
the top New Jersey player in the Junior
Golf Scoreboard Rankings, Wall
performed at his highest level against
the strongest ﬁelds in 2018 as he logged
runner-up ﬁnishes in both the 103rd
Met Open and the NJSGA Amateur.

MATTHEW CAMEL of
Greenwich, Conn.
committed to Northwestern
University. Camel’s highlight of
the summer came as he ﬁred
19-under to win the AJGA’s Circle K
Junior Championship at Otter Creek Golf
Course in Columbus, Ind. Camel notched
holes-in-one in back-to-back rounds as
he tied the AJGA’s record for lowest 54hole tournament total.

Imagine a Relationship Manager as your
single point of contact, who takes personal
resp
ponsibility for bringing you tailored
ﬁnancial solutions to me
m et the needs of
your business. No getting lost between
departments. No waiting for days for
someone to call you back. That ’s Sterling.

A team of ﬁnancial
professionals, all
dedicated to you.

With a team of experts, a Sterling
Relationship Manager serves as your valuable
ﬁnancial ally. With a thorough understanding
of your business and marketplace, you can
count on us to deliver the right solutions
to you. We offer a full suite of commercial
banking products and
d services, including
customized lending and loans, treasury
management, equipment ﬁnance, and more.
For more information, contact
Michael Henderson at 212-309 -7640
or mhenderson@snb.com.

Expect Extraordinary.

snb.com
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What’s YourBAG
BY SCOTT KRAMER

G

olf companies will reach to far corners for product
inspiration. Consider the latest crop of golf bags.
OGIO – now a subsidiary of Callaway Golf – relied
on the needs of soldiers and extreme outdoorsmen in
dreaming up the new Alpha Convoy cart bag ($300).
Made of ultra-durable, lightweight and sustainable Cordura
EcoMade fabric that won’t rip – much like a troop’s backpack
or a mountaineer’s tent – the bag is well-organized and
features high-end Fidlock magnetic closures on the stowaway strap and towel loop. Datrek Golf tapped the luggage
market, to come up with its Transit Wheeled cart bag
($210) that comes with a retractable handle and two in-line
wheels – like you’d find in a suitcase. “It’s easy to transport
from the car,” says Pat Gallagher, product manager at
parent company Bag Boy. Full-length, individual
dividers keep your club separated. Jones Sports
officials say they were inspired by the Pacific
Northwest, in designing the Utility
Trouper stand bag ($230) that weighs
just five pounds. It has extra lumbar
cushion, dual strap, backpack-type
pocket, and five-way top. And you may
find that Burton’s X2 travel bag
cover ($220) excites you to take your
next golf trip. Its slim, tapered design and
durable base make travel a breeze, while
protecting your gear with extra padding
and internal high-density foam.

sailfish point
Hutchinson Island, Florida

the point is...
Anything but par for the course.

Nicklaus Signature Golf

•

Oceanfront Country Club

•

Helipad

•

Fitness Complex

•

Spa/Salon

•

Private Yacht Club and Marina
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Semi-Centennial Snapshots

A

s 2018 comes to an end,
members from Fairview
Country Club look back on the
golf season fondly having celebrated a
milestone year. The club’s origins trace
to its 1904 founding in Bronxville, N.Y.,
and include more than 60 years in
Elmsford, N.Y., but the club and its
Robert Trent Jones-designed golf course
have ﬁrmly established roots in
Greenwich, Conn., with 2018 marking its
50th year at the location.
“Despite the very rainy summer, we
had more rounds played and more
dinners served than in the last ﬁve
years,” notes past president Fredric
Apter, a Fairview member since 1954.
For Apter, relationships with members
and club staff stand out about being a
member at Fairview, as he says that
friendships “span anywhere from sixty
years to 18 months,” thanks to more
than 75 new families joining the club
during the latter span of time.
The club in 2018 enjoyed its ﬁrst full
season in a newly renovated clubhouse,
while many feel as if the course played
better in 2018 than ever before.
“Fairview is a very beautiful course,”
says Apter, citing how the club’s respect
for the history of its trees and their
integral role throughout the course has
helped maintain the original design for
playability. Though minor tweaks have
been made through the years –
additional tees on the third and seventh
holes most recently, and creation of
family and mixed tees – one can see how
shot values have remained true to Jones’
original intent when comparing photos
from 1968 and 2018.
PHOTOS: FAIRVIEW COUNTRY CLUB
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CLUBS

NAPLES

TRAVEL

Tiburón’s Gold Course – its par-three 5th pictured here – has
hosted the PGA TOUR’s QBE Shootout since 2001 and the LPGA
CME Group Tour Championship since 2013.

E

ven in a state as rich in golf as Florida,
Naples stands out as a top destination due
to its high concentration of courses. Many of the
80-plus courses in the area are private, but golf
is still easy to come by. Plenty of incredible
public options exist, while access to some
members-only clubs becomes available when
staying at area resorts.

Tiburón Golf Club: Designer Greg Norman embraced
the natural elements at Tiburón, where pine straw,
coquina-shell waste areas and unique sod-faced bunkers
line fairways instead of traditional rough. The Gold
Course is the longer (7,382 yards), yet more forgiving
layout, while shot-makers delight in playing the tighter,
strategic Black Course. The courses play firm and fast,
and rotate daily for public and member play.

Old Corkscrew Golf Club: North of Naples in Estero,
this 7,400-yard Jack Nicklaus Signature design stands
secluded from residential development to provide a
pure golf experience. The layout winds naturally
among mature oak, pine and cypress trees, while
marshlands, ponds and fairway-guarding bunkers keep
players attentive. The true challenge, however, comes
on the course’s quick, undulating greens.

Naples Grande Golf Club: Though private, guests
of Naples Grande Beach Resort have the privilege of
membership during their stay. The Rees Jones design
features a number of perched greens and slight
elevation changes, accentuated by water features and
well-placed bunkers that keep players honest. Rolling
mounds and soft doglegs add to the challenging
layout, which maintains spectacular conditions.

DAVE SANSOM PHOTOGRAPHY

LAYOVER

PARTING SHOT

REMEMBERING

Hand’s background in business and golf
administration with the Westchester Golf
Association led him to join the USGA’s
Executive Committee, where he served as
president in 1984 and 1985.

James R. Hand
BY JAY MOTTOLA

J

USGA

ames R. “Jim” Hand passed away on November 13th at the
age of 101. While he has not lived in the Met Area for many
years, his contributions to the game here and on the
national level will be felt for many years to come.
Jim Hand started his connection to golf as a caddie and junior
player at North Fork Country Club on the East End of Long Island.
He would later say that, “every good thing in my life came from
caddieing.” This experience spurred a lifelong connection to golf
and service to the game that he learned to love as a young caddie.
A longtime member and former president of Sleepy Hollow
Country Club, Hand also served as president of the
Westchester Golf Association and their highly successful
caddie scholarship fund. He also served on the MGA
Executive Committee and received the Association’s highest
honor – its Distinguished Service Award – in 1986. He and his
family were honored with the Met Golf Writer’s Family of the
Year Award in 1965. Nationally, Hand went on to serve on the
USGA Executive Committee, where he chaired the
Championship Committee and was elected president in
1984. Jim was also a member of Winged Foot Golf Club and
during his presidency oversaw a highly successful U.S. Open
at Winged Foot. He directed the USGA’s ﬁrst-ever Capital
Campaign that helped raise signiﬁcant funds for turfgrass
research, the USGA headquarters building and Museum,
and created an Endowment for the Future of Golf.

The family has indicated that donations can be made in his honor
to the Westchester Caddie Scholarship Fund c/o the MGA and the
Evans Scholars Foundation c/o the Western Golf Association.

